should be removed* The Government of India acceded to his request, and
the Resident received instructions to withdraw these officers under whose
supervision so much good had been effected.

In the year 1833 the severest of all the famines of the nineteenth cen-
tury occurred and, like that of 1877 in the Madras and Bombay
Presidencies, attracted great attention and created considerable anxiety in
England and other parts of the British Dominions.

In September 1838 General Fraser succeeded Colonel Stuart as
Resident. A year after this a Wahabi conspiracy was discovered in Hydera-
bad which extended over many parts of India and had for its object the
overthrow of the British power. The Wahabis are a modern Musalman sect
founded by Abdul Wahab a native of the province of Nejd in Arabia.
Abdul Wahab during his whole life, which extended to 95 years, sought
to gain converts by peaceble means. The Wahabis soon pushed their
conquests over the whole of Arabia. At length on the 27th April 1803
they became masters of Mecca. Then the Wahabis advanced from Mecca
to Medina, where they took and destroyed sepulchral monuments and
threatened with ruin even the large dome over the Prophet Muhammad's
tomb. The fear of these ruthless conquerors soon spread over the east.
In Hyderabad a court of enquiry was assembled in June 1839, and sat till April
1840 when it pronounced its opinion that Mubariz-ud-Daula, a brother
of the late Nizam Sekunder Jah and others were organising the Wahabi
or fanatical Muslims throughout India against the British and the Nizam's
Government. Mubariz-ud-Daula was imprisoned in the fort of Golconda
where he died in the year 1854.

Even in the time of Nasir-ud-Dowlah matters did not much improve.
They soon led to the financial embarassment that faced the Nizam's
Government between the years 1839 and 1845, when bankruptcy threatened
the treasury. Government desired to avert such an awkward situation by
introducing some reform in the administration. Raja Chandulal, who had
the reputation of being a friend of the British and of having in concert
with Sir Henry Russell, the Resident, established the Contingent, knew full
well that the clamour of the unpaid and the half-starving servants of the
State, mostly with arms in their hands and roaming about the city and the
palace, would soon lead to a riot. The arrears due to the Contingent caused
great anxiety. In the yeaf 1843 the Government could not make their
payment to the Contingent for over six months. It was therefore feared
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